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THE SLAVE TRADE. 


Tue annual papers recently presented to both Houses of Parliament 
by her Majesty’s command, embrace various details respecting the 
slave-trade from’ January 1, to December 31, 1843, inclusive. As 
usual, however, much of the matter contained in these papers has 
been anticipated by the discussions which have taken place in par- 
liament; yet, as they contain the official reports of the commissioners 
at Sierra Leone, Rio de Janeiro, Surinam and Havana, as well as 
the correspondence between the British Government and foreign 
powers, relative to the slave-trade, some of which is extremely im- 
portant, we feel it to be our duty to lay before our readers such ex- 
tracts as may be necessary for them to understand the actual state of 
the question, and to form a correct judgment thereon. 

In the present number of the Reporter, we must confine ourselves 
exclusively to the Reports of the British Commissioners. 


SIERRA LEONE. 
THE COMMISSIONERS TO LORD ABERDEEN. 
‘¢ Sierra Leone, 31st Dec., 1842. 


‘¢ The total number of vessels prosecuted before the Courts of 
Mixed Commission, since their establishment in. this colony in 
June, 1819, to the present date, is four hundred and fifty-eight, 
four hundred and thirty-four of which were cases of confiscation, 
twenty-three of restoration, and one was withdrawn, in order to 
be proceeded against in the Court of Vice- Admiralty. 

‘* During the same period there have been emancipated by these 
courts sixty thousand two hundred and seventy-seven slaves, of 
whom fifty-two thousand six hundred and sixteen have been regis- 
tered here. 

‘* Of the eleven vessels which came before the Mixed Courts 
during this year, one ae PR slaves on board, who were shipped in 
the neighbourhood of Lagos for Espiritu Santo, in the Brazils ; 
her flag and papers, however, having indicated a Portuguese nation- 
ality, this vessel was tried, and condemned as such; and was the 
only case adjudicated in the British and Portuguese Court of Mixed 
Commission. 

** Of the remaining ten vessels, all cases of equipment, four were 
engaged in the Spanish, and six in the Brazilian slave-trade. 

‘¢ The Spanish slavers were exclusively employed for the Island 
of Cuba, three of them cleared from Havana—two under Portuguese, 
and one under Spanish colours ; the fourth sailed from St. Jago de 
Cuba under the Spanish flag. They were all captured to the north 
of the line, and their respective destinations on this coast were,—two 
for Lagos, one for New Cestos, and one for Bissao. 

‘¢ Three of the six Brazilians belonged to Bahia; the others to 
Rio, Pernambuco, and Santos: their destinations on this coast being 
one for Whydah, one for Princes’ Island and St. Thomas's, two for 
Angola, and two for Benguela. The places of capture corresponded 
with those destinations, two having been taken to the north, and 
four to the south of the line, all under the flag of Brazil, but each 
supplied with other colours; five of them having Portuguese flags ; 
two, American ; one, a Spanish ; one, a Tuscan; and one, an Eng- 
lish ensign. 

‘© Of the Spanish vessels, one was furnished with the flags of 
Portugal and’ France, in addition to that of Spain. 

‘* Five of these eleven vessels were built in the United States, 
although two only were found provided with the colours of that 
nation ; and it would seem that the American flag, though still 
occasionally used, is not now resorted to by parties employed in the 
slavertrade to nearly the same extent as in 1839 and 1840. No 
doubt the numerous seizures made during those two years have 
operated as a salutary check ; and we trust that the establishment 
by the United States of an efficient squadron on this coast, acting 
in concert with her Majesty’s cruisers, will tend to deprive the 
slave-traders altogether of the protection of an ensign which has so 
often of late years covered their infamous transactions.” 

Alluding to the apparent diminution of the slave-trade during the 
year 1842, they observe :-— 

‘* Though, possibly, the alleged depression in the trade of Cuba 
and Brazil may have tended in some degree to this decrease, there 
appears ground for attributing it chiefly to three causes, all of which 
have been in operation for a limited period. 

‘* Ist. The seizure, and the frequent condemnation, of late years, 
of Brazilian and Portuguese vessels equipped only for the traffic ; 

‘*2nd. The practice, latterly so efficiently carried out, of block- 
ading the places most resorted to by slave-dealers: and, 

‘* 3rdly. To that measure of destroying barracoons and slave fac- 
tories, not under Eu rotection, which prevailed during 1841, 
and part of 1842, Tatved, owever questionable may be considered 
the policy of a of so arbitrary a nature, in territories over 
which Great Britain claims no right to exercise sovereignty, to this 





last mode of suppression may, we think, be ascribed, perhaps more 
than to either oF the other causes which we have named, that de- 
crease which has been so remarkable during the past year.” 

The number of Portuguese slavers condemned under 2 and 3 
Vict. cap. 73, by the Vice-Admiralty Courts at the Cape of Good 
Hope and St. Helena are not given, the returns not having been 
forwarded to Sierra Leone. These, however, diminished the num- 
ber adjudicated by the Mixed Commission Court there. 


HAVANA. 
THE COMMISSIONERS TO LORD ABERDEEN. 


‘* Havana, Jan. 2. 1843. 

‘¢ In presenting this report we cannot but, in the outset, express 
our utmost congratulation, that, for the first time in the history of 
this Commission, we are enabled positively to say that good faith has 
been observed, as regards the treaty, by this superior government ; 
and that the present captain-general has, so far as has personally 
been in his power, fulfilled the promises he made in that respect on 
his first assumption of the command in the beginning of 1841. In 
that year, as shown by our last annual report, dated the Ist Jan., 
1842, there sailed hence at least thirty-one vessels suspected of being 
intended for slave-trade; being, however, a decrease of full one- 
half of the average number of former years; while, in the year 
past, we are not able to point out more than three that have 
sailed to be engaged, in any way, in the illicit traffic; and one of 
these, the American schooner, Cyrus, went probably only as a 
tender for the conveyance of goods or equipments, which would 
have subjected a vessel under any other flag, carrying them, to con- 
fiscation. 

‘Nor is the change less perceptible in respect of the arrivals. 
During the year 1841 our list presented a number of twenty-seven 
vessels that arrived from the coast of Africa, with nearly 9,000 
Africans, who were absorbed in the slave population of this island, 
but the adventures of which were not interfered with, on General 
Valdes’s recent arrival and adoption of new measures. During the 
past year, however, those measuses have been carried into full ope- 
ration, and only nine slave vessels have been reported in all this 
northern part of the island as arrived during the year, of which 
two are said to have returned without entering into any port at all, 
and one, the Zrueno, has been seized by his Excellency’s orders, 
as detailed in our despatch of the 18th November last. If'any of 
the other vessels have escaped the like fate, it must have been by 
extensive bribery of the subordinate officers, which, again, must 
have crippled considerably the resources of the slave-dealers ; while 
they have also suffered very materially by.the seizure of many of 
the negroes whom they had succeeded in landing. Thus, therefore, 
while those who were seized formed a complete loss to them, from 
those who were not seized they could have obtained little or no 
profit. The denunciations of the party are consequently loud in 
proportion, though they certainly have no just right to complain, 
as ample warning and forbearance were shown during the first year 
of General Valdes’s administration ; so much, indeed, as apparently 
to lead them into the delusive hope that the threats of a different 
policy might be averted, or other influence be brought into exercise 
in Spain. Under this hope, then, it seems to have been that so 
many as thirty-one vessels sailed hence in 1841 for the coast of 
Africa, and probably many more of which we received no report, 
on account of the greater secrecy now adopted ; and also that much 
money has been sent to Spain to obtain orders of a different cha- 
racter, though, we are glad to think, in vain.” 

This diminution of the slave-trade is ascribed to the incor- 
ruptible integrity of General Valdes, the late Captain-general ; but 
in subsequent reports, of which the following are extracts, it ap- 

ars at his subordinates were not equally incorruptible with 

imself :— 
** Havana, July 22, 1843. 

‘The undoubted connivance of the authorities at Matanzas, at 
this continuance of the slave-trade, we would respectfully point out 
to your lordship’s notice, as requiring strong remonstrances on the 
part of her Majesty’s government. iT: appears as if the Captain- 
general’s powers were set at naught by the governors of the other 
parts of the island. It is, however, we are happy to say, indubi- 
table, that an end is put to the trade as far as re, this port ; and 
one of the satisfactory evidences of this, we have observed, is the 
appearance ppemerien? of advertisements in the public papers, for 
bodies of field negroes sought to be purchased, which was never 
the case formerly, when the persons wanting them had only to go 
to the barracoons and choose them.” 

‘* Havana, August 8, 1843. 

‘* Anxious as we are to do full justice to the undoubted good 
faith of General Valdes, we should regret to think him lending his 
sanction to the proceedings of his subordinate officers ; but it is 
impossible for his Excellency not to be well aware of those pro- 
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ceedings, or that no fewer that 4,500 Africans have been Janded 
this year in the immediate neighbourhood of Matanzas. which could 
not have been done without the connivance of the governor of that 
city. We did not, however, think it right, in rere to his Excel- 
lency, to state more than that, in thus bringing to his Excellency’s 
notice these circumstances of general aout, we only repeated 
what we found it our duty to report to her Britannic Majesty's 
government, and in accordance with our instructions.” 

The hopes cherished by the Commissioners of the abatement of 
the slave-trade have been dissipated by the arrival of the new 
Captain-General, O'Donnell, who, it is‘ascértained beyond doubt, is 
actively abetting the nefarious traffic. 

** Havana, Nov. 8, 1843. 

‘* We regret, however, to have to state, that the slave-traders, 
presuming, no doubt, upon the impunity to be looked for from 
the ill-settled state of affairs in Spain, have recommenced their 
operations with more activity than they have been able to evince for 
many years. Such is the general belief, corroborated by the fact 
that all those articles suited for the African market, have been much 
asked for lately, and some have considerably risen in price. Still 
there is so much mystery, and so many devices adopted to cover 
their designs, that it is impossible for us to learn sufficiently of their 
proceedings, to enable us satisfactorily to report them. We learn, 
however, that many vessels have sailed during the month suspected 
of veing intended for the siave-trade.” 


BRAZIL. 


The Commissioners at Rio de Janeiro do not give an annual state- 
ment of the supposed extent of the slave-trade with Brazil; we are 
left, therefore, to incidental notices such as the following, to form 
an idea of it. 

THE COMMISSIONERS TO LORD ABERDEEN. 
‘© Rio de Janeiro, March, 5, 1843. 

‘« We continue to receive authentic accounts of the landing in 

srazil of large cargoes of negroes, in which nefarious proceedings 
the slave-dealers are openly assisted by the local authorities.” 


“« Pio de Janeiro, March 20, 1843. 


‘* At no period has the Brazilian slave-trade been so exten- 
sively carried on, as it is at the present moment in Rio de 
Janeiro itself; and it is with deep concern that we remark most 
painful evidence of the immoral influence of this traffic upon 
nearly the whole of the commercial and social relations of the com- 
munity.” 

‘* Rio de Janeiro, July 12, 1843. 

‘** The operations of the Brazilian slave-dealers during the past 
six months have been attended with most unbounded success, 
and, in consequence, the number of new negroes for sale has so 
increased, that the market value of a bozal African slave has fallen 
from 602. to 40/.” 

These extracts, however, give but a faint idea of the actual state 
of the slave-trade in Brazil; and, in reference to the Spanish 
colonies, the latest reports abundantly prove that it has broken out 
with increased virulence. The check which it received from General 
Valdes, especially at the port of Havana, having been withdrawn by 
General O’ Donnell, has let in a flood of slaves into Cuba, and the 
traffic is now carried on with an activity and audacity unparalleled 
during the last few years. 

SURINAM. 


No slaves, it is believed, have for some time past been introduced 
into the Dutch colony of Surinam ; her Majesty’s commissary judge 
is therefore employed chiefly in obtaining the liberty of such slaves 
as have been illicitly introduced in years past, contrary to treaty, 
and in promoting the emancipation of British subjects unlawful 
held in bondage there. To this very important subject we sha 
soon have to call the attention of our readers. 





SLAVERY IN ALGERIA. 


(From a Correspondent.) 
: Algiers, July 2nd, 1844. 
Just after I last wrote to you, I very braless picked up a pam- 
phlet in a shop in this city, which throws some light upon the pre- 
sent state of slavery and the slave-trade in Algeria; and, as the 
writer is the secretary of the Scientific Commission of Algeria, it 
may be considered to have a sort of official authority. The pam- 
vhlet is entitled, ‘‘ Du Commerce de |’ Algérie avec |’ Afrique Cen- 
trale et les états Barbaresques, Réponse a la note de M. Jules de 
Losteyrie, Député, Membre de la Commission des crédits supple- 
mentaires sur le commerce du Soudan, par E. Carette, Capitaine 
du Génie, Membre et Secrétaire de la Commission Seientifique de 
V Algérie. Paris, 1844.” The object of the writer in this pamphlet 
is to prove that Algiers had always commercial relations with Gen- 
tral Africa, and that, though partly interrupted, they can be re- estab- 
lished ; and this he endeavours to show in opposition to M. Jules de 
Losteyrie. He states, in commencing his observations, that this 
gentleman was appointed by the ‘‘ commission of supplementary 
credits”, to examine whether there was any hope of re-establishing 


commercial relations between Algeria and Timbuctoo, and that his | that 


report to disclose the existence of insurmountable obsta- 
cles. How is it, in combating M. Jules de Losteyrie, that the 
author of the pamphlet incidentally mentions the slave-trade of 
Algiers, and the existence of slavery amongst its inhabitants ? 





First of all, he tells us that, amongst the Algeria imports from 
Central Africa, ‘‘ slaves are an article of commerce,” ( 27). 
Then further on (page 33) he says, ‘* We must not dpacentthe fact, 
that for some years the commerce of Soudan with Algeria has been 
injured in one of its principal branches by the arrival of the 
French: on the one hand, the sale of slaves is not now by auction, 
and therefore loses two powerful auxiliaries, competitors and pub- 
licity ; on the other hand, the sudden depreciation of specie affects 
acquired fortunes, renders the maintenance of servants more expen- 
sive without augmenting the value of their services, forces the 
richest houses to reduce their retinue, and contributes thus to 
diminish the importation of negroes. All the natives agree in the 
fact, that the number of slaves sold in the regency has constantl 
decreased since 1830, (when the French conquered this country, 
and this result coming from our conquest, were it the only one, 
would be one of the noblest compensations for the sacrifices which 
it has cost. Would it then be impossible to hasten by a partici- 
pation, prudent, but regardful of the commerce of Central Africa, 
the cessation of this deplorable traffic? When the slave-dealers 
shall find more profit in simple merchandise, will they not easily 
abandon the traffic in men ?” 

From this remarkable passage of the pamphlet of the Secretary 
of the Scientific Commissioners of Algeria we learn the following 
facts: that the decrease of slavery in this country is owing to two 
principal causes—the prohibition to sell slaves by public auction, 
and the troubled state of the regency, having been for fourteen 
years in a state of war, which hinders the regular course and trade 
of the caravans. For the first cause of diminishing the traffic in 
slaves we are indebted to the French, who have prohibited (at least 
I imagine so) public auctions. We must therefore give them due 
credit for this, But with respect to the second cause, there is 
danger of an increase or revival of the traffic when the country 


‘| becomes more settled, as, in fact, it does every day. Let us hope, 


however, some friend of the poor slave will not only come forward 
to prevent the future slave-caravans touching the ground of Africa 
which is called French, but also devise some means for stopping the 
slave-trade in the heart of the regency amongst the Moors and 
Arabs. Unquestionably, from the statement of M. Carette, Secre- 
tary of the Scientific Commission, slaves are still imported into this 
country, if not for the French themselves, at least for French Mus- 
sulmans. Of the cruelty of the system we see but little; and the 
government, more and more to conciliate the Mussulman popula- 
tion, leaves them to themselves. But slavery is always cruel. 
Slavery is always accursed. Slavery will always be the ultimate 
ruin of the people who tolerate and support it. 





UNITED STATES SLAVERY. 


Our hearts have sickened often at the recital of the scenes which 
American slavery is continually presenting ; but we confess we have 
felt an unusual degree of disgust on the perusual of the following 
extract of a letter from the Rev. M. D. Miller, of Wilmington, 
Vermont, to the editor of the Vermont Observer, dated May 28, 
1844. It relates to the proceedings of the late Baptist Triennial 
Convention at Philadelphia, and may appropriately be headed, ‘‘ 4 
minster of Christ for sale!’ The extract is as follows :— 


‘¢ And then, as though enough was not done to outrage humanity, in 
this great Convention, a minister of Christ is offered for sale! Yes, 
brethren of Vermont, ye who are weary of paying a salary to support the 
gospel, if you had been at Philadelphia at the Baptist Triennial Conven- 
tion, you could have purchased one recommended to be a good minister 
of Christ—one of that class, however, who, if you make them free, 
‘ cannot take care of themselves.’ . 


‘¢ But you are ready to ask, how is this ?—do they sell men in Phila- 
delphia? Late reports say they kill men there—that they have, since the 
convention was holden, killed 14 men and turned 200. families into the 
streets houseless. Well, how is it about the man offered for sale? Why, 
when the report of the American missions was read, it stated that expe- 
rience had shown that the mission could not be sustained through the 
instrumentality of white missionaries, and recommended that coloured 
men be prepared and sent out. Br. Ryland, of Virginia, arose and said, 
he was pastor of a coloured church of 200 members, and one of the 
members, a minister and a slave, was anxious to go a missionary to Africa: 
a good man, well qualified for the work, had partly paid for HIMSELF, and 
if the Convention would pay 200 dollars, they could have him free, and send 
him to Africa. ‘ Now,’ said Br. Ryland, ‘here is a chance for you who 
are so anxious for the slave, to try your liberality.’ 


‘¢ Look at it—southern brethren say slavery is not a sin, and yet they say 
here is a man whom Christ has called to preach his gospel; he cannot go 
because he is a slave. And this same brother, who offered for sale a mem- 
ber of his church, and actually brought this article of property with him 
to Philadelphia, that the purchaser might examine for himself, told me in 
private conversation, that if the abolitionists did not pay over the 200 dol- 
lars, he should use it as an argument against them. O, my heart sickened 
when I applied the words of Christ, ‘ Whatsoever ye have done to the 
least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’ How must the 
Saviour feel, to hear one of his [professed] friends say slavery is not sin, 
when it holds his ministers—as bad as to hold himself—as slaves !’’ 

We fully sympathize in the sentiments of indignant loathing so 
powerfully expressed by the Rev. Mr. Miller; and we are sorry 

immediate i —— — in the Convention 
itself, adapted to express their sense 7 gy had 
themselves only, but to Christianity and its divine Author. 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE WEST INDIA 
COLONIES. 


We extract from the Colonial Gazette the following abstract of an 
important document enter eo before Parliament, stating ‘‘ the 
Income, Expenditure, and Debt of the West India Colonies, British 
Guiana, and Mauritius, for the years 1841 and 1842." We have 
tested its accuracy at several points, and transfer it with much plea- 
sure to our pages. The compiler makes the following remarks :— 


‘¢ It is much to be regretted that uniformity in their compilation is not 
insisted upon when. statistical returns of this description are ordered ; 
this defect occasioned much additional trouble in framing the abstract, 
which, as far as regards-the sources of income and heads of expenditure, 
ean, after all, afford only an approximation to the truth; for where sums 
of money are stated to be paid for ‘ votes of the legislature,’’ or for 
‘accounts against the public,’’ no information is conveyed as to the 
“« head of expenditure ;’” and such sums must necessarily be carried to 
the ‘‘ miscellaneous.’’ On this point I may further remark, that in the 





miscellaneous income I have included repayments of loans and advances. 
interest, premium on bills and coin, and, generally, all sums not com- 


prised in any of the p ing sources; while the miscellaneous expendi- 
ture includes Shyness 0b Shel loans and advances, interest, discount, 
&e 


‘* Tt may be proper to observe that these returns do not contain the 
revenue, &c., of the municipal, county, parochial, or other district divi- 
sions of the different colonies. Barbados is the only one which has 
afforded any information on this head, and shows an annual parochial 
income of upwards of 17,0007.” , 


By an inspection of these returns many important and interesting 
facts, and features of colonial management, may be ascertained. 
In particular, by a comparison of those colonies which have em- 
barked in the immigration scheme with those which have not, it 
will be seen with what enormous charges this infatuated measure 
has already burdened them. And yet this is a mere trifle when set 
by the side of the prospective calculations made by Mr. Macqueen. 





Abstract of Parliamentary Paper, No. 179, being Return of the Income, Expenditure, and Debt for the last two Years of each of the British 
West India Colonies, British Guiana, and Mauritius, specifying the sources of Income, Heads of Expenditure, and Balances in the hands 
of the Treasurers, or other Officers holding the same, of the said Colonies. 
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Debts due to the colonies ..........+ No return. _ _- _ — —_ —_ | — —_— _ _ ~ on 418,124 
* Since paid. + For two years. 
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CAE scncckciees inastnnhe sti scvsnecbsdusiionsccl ee 2,181 3,311 | | §16 =| 8,854 5,333 | 49,950 
3,434 4,083 { i 3,218 1,100 56,328 { 
JGbSiAl: siiscsesccdhas der ciasedccstdscoscas| NOB 3B62 2,816 | ( 6,696 525 | (1261 3 \ acs 8,379 | 5,671 | 42,587 
Ecclesiastical, and education ...... 22,924 3,879 1,409 1,922 263 2,667 | 451 355 | 23,027 6,701 3,228 #,603' 
Police, prisons, fire-engines, sca- és 
VENZING, RC. ...cccrcccreccsccecceceeees| 68,950 | 23,482 1,383 1,333 2,021 1,849 | «3,025 | 474 | 1,854 BD 381 961 | 35,371 | 13,269 5,719 
Hospitals and paupers .......s00--| 7,789 nil. 33 243 1,475 nil. nil. 535 | nil. 3 % 272 1,032 | 14,169 1,738 8.346 
Public buildings, bridges, canals, | 2s 
roads, wharfs, 8&C. ........cesecc0+ee| 23,155 | 17,568 1,411 1,217 463 267 6,467 f4 1,884 | Ss nil. 510 8,650 4,699 24,496 
Military,barracks,forts, militia,&e.| 14,412 nil. 202 nil. nil. 67 1,029 139 57 2 2 20 nil. 350 116 22,241 
Pensions and annuities..,..,. .0.-.+++ 721 nil. nil. nil. nil. 106 464 | nil. nil. | SH | nil. 50 266 856 | ) 9,182 4,389 
Arrears of former years.......00..-.| nil. nil. nil. 935 nil. nil. nil. 38 ~—s nil. | © nil. nil. 1,262 nil. 11,807 
Drawbacks, refund of duties and E 
CBM os osc csi cds ccinescocedoctobac eceutct, SOOO 4,301 14 nil. nil. | nil. nil. 1 nil. | 3 nil. 158 2,600 2,085 93318 
Immigration ... «| 16,965 nil. 30 nil. nil. | nil. nil. nil. nil. | 2 nil. nil. 26,215 5,951 nil. 
Miscellaneous ......... 42,078 3,447 598 2,924 1,060 | 5,808 241 298 1,139 ma 8 2,603 | 29,995 7,558 35,671 
Total expenditure, 1841 .......+0+.-.| 276,053 | 58,420 8,514 | 12,65 11,409 | 14,793 | 17,111 | 3,331 6,195 2,136 7,480 | 198,233 | 60,201 | 25,414 | 218,187 
Excess of income over expenditure} _ nil. 7,309 nil. nil. 194; 1,035 489 | nil. nil. nil. 215 nil. 17,253 nil. 49,657 
Excess of expenditure overincome} 14,870 nil. 858 437 | nil. nil. nil. 12 1,529 470 nil. 34,654 nil. 4,323 nil. 
EXPENDITURE—1842. 
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2,817 | 3,906 3,361 | 3,485 1802 £2 1,511 2.617 64,939 
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Ecclesiastical, and education ...... 29,035 4,108 342 1,901 vil. 1,551 2,867 | 215 Soe 19,033 8,884 3,228 3,652 
Police, prisons, fire-engines, sca- DES 
VENING, BC. .....0.0eceveceeceeevscesee| 75,295 | 20,417 826 1,354 1,981 1,920 4,500 151 | 2,473 |e *%2| 528 981 | 45,891 | 13,692 ) 5,081 
Hospitals and paupers .......s00000.| 11,372 nil. 81 210 1,661 100 249 | 96] nil. |}S2c| 339 884 | 23,656 1,171 6,594 
Public buildings, bridges, canals, BES 
roads, wharfs, &. .......ssssceseeee| 21,405 9,107 2,270 1,385 67 1,659 2,301 20 | 1,865 |g E- 19 611 | 12,783 4,594 21,971 
Military, barracks, forts,militia,&c.| 16,371 | 2,689 105 | nil. nil. 125| 1,006} 56] 90|=-s| 18) nil, 207 188 18 875 
Pensions and annuities..........0.++ 981 nil. nil, nil. nil. 130 862 | nil. | nil. |S! nil. 22 242 956 9,339 5,240 
Arrears of former years ............, nil. nil. nil. 546 | nil. 501 | nil. 625 | nil. |£.E| nil. | nil. 136 | nil. 3,076 
Drawbacks, refund of duties and 2 FI 2 
TAXCS cervccsccsescccccsccccerecccessecere| 8,157 5,121 1 nil. nil. 44 nil, 12 | nil, ={ nil. 80 1,929 1,640 9,554 
RNAP MENON oo oscisooo5 os sch cassisece ces} 88,398 nil. nil. nil. nil. nil. nil. nil. | nil, | 2 E= nil. nil. 39,624 | 12,328 t 1,480 
Miscellaneous .......cccsessesereerseeees| 41,410 5,725 261 3,341 1,657 2,846 611 | 561} 704 & 25 2,685 | 29,319 | 10,971 24,437 
Total expenditure, 1842 .............| 303,196 | 55,504 6,703 | 12,643 | 11,410 | 12,237 | 15,881 |*2,245/6,934 | 8,679t/ 2,440 7,880 | 237,759 | 71,675 | 23,570 | 188,84: 
Excess of income over ex iture| 18,752 7,1 E nil. 41 706 nil. nil. | nil. | 156} nil. 371 6,226 nil. nil. 66,26) 
Excess of expenditure overincome) _ nil. nil. 1 1,471 nil. nil. 1,183 | 374 | 2,101 | nil. | 108,| — nil. nil, 6,237 ' 1,626 nil. 
































* Error in adcition, £4(0. See Parliamentary Paper, page 46. 





t For two years. 


t £14,25% is stated to be owing on this fiezd. 
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The Antt-Slaberp Reporter. 


LONDON, AUGUST 7, 1844. 





Tne papers by the West India mail were delivered yesterday, 
but they bring no news of importance. The long drought had been 
succeeded by heavy rains, in some instances so heavy as to prove 
destructive to the canes, and ruinous to the planters. Public meet- 
ings on the sugar question continued to be held. 

Our private correspondence includes a letter on the subject of the 
outbreak in Dominica, from a gentleman in the neighbouring island 
of St. Christopher, which we give entire. We deeply regret to 
learn from it that the disturbances had again broken out, and were 
proceeding when the steamer left the island. 


To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


St. Christopher's, July 29, 1844. 
Sin,—Some time before you receive this, the news of the outbreak in 
Dominica will have reached England, much too late, I fear, to be of ser- 
vice to the unfortunate prisoners for trial, who will be left to the tender 
mercies of their late owners, amongst whom is the proudest, the greatest 
attorney in the island, and of juries composed of the very persons who, 
in their capacity of militia-men, have been hunting them down, striking 
off their heads, and fixing them upon poles. This, I grieve to say, is not 
an exaggeration, as you will perceive by referring to any of the Dominica 
papers for the month of June, which neither conceal nor attempt to con- 
ceal these atrocities. How Lord Stanley, after his long experience, could 
have permitted a planter governor to hold the reins for so long a period is un- 
accountable ; and to this fact must, I fear,in a great measure, beattributed the 
dreadful scenes that have taken place. It isan undoubted fact that, for months 
past, hundreds of poor black and brown persons renting small patches of 
Government land at a nominal rent, have been called on-to renew the 
same; for every one of which new leases not less than 24 dollars, the 
rent of some of them for several years, have been charged for fees only. 
Now this|is too bad: and is it a wonder that such conduct should have 
generated excitement and discontent? It never could have happened un- 
der an officer sent from England. The negroes have full confidence in 
gentlemen appointed from home, but look, and, alas ! with too much rea- 
son, with suspicion and distrust on the planter governors, as they call 
:them.. Iam but ten days from Dominica, and know what I say. No 
ember of council, if the black population are expected to have confi- 
ce in their governor, should, in any of these islands, be allowed to ad- 
minister the government, under any circumstances, for a longer space 
than three months. 
| What. is to become of the unhappy prisoners God only knows. Mark 
the hardness of their case. The men they have, from whatever cause, 
-eome into collision with, are first transformed into militia men, then 
-again they take their seats on the jury, preside on the bench, and enter 
the witness-box; and finally, the very man on whose estate (Canefield) the 
oFiots first broke: out is the President of the island. Let it also be kept 
in mind that, though many of the blacks have been killed and their heads 
struck off, and exposed in terrorem on poles, in this the middle of the 19th 
century, the life of a single white man has not been taken by them. A 
‘gentleman of known anti-slavery principles, in whom the negroes can 
place confidence, who possesses sufficient energy and discrimination to 
administer strict justice, and discern between the guilty and the innocent, 
should be sent at once to that island. That this is necessary. is clear 
from the fact that the riots broke out again last night, as we are told here 
‘by the captain of the steamer, who says the disturbance was going on 
when he left. Of the results of this new contest we of course know 
nothing yet; but, should they be serious, it will become a subject of deep 
regret that the Governor-general, Sir Charles Fitzroy, should have made 
pay ge | visit of 48 hours only on such a momentous occasion, and 
ave left everything in statu quo, again to the charge of Mr, Presi- 
dent Laidlaw. Had Sir Charles remained, as he ought, I think, to have 
done, until the conclusion of the trials, it is certain that no renewal of the 
disturbances would have taken place. But the negroes thought them- 
selves abandoned to their fate when he so prematurely took his departure, 
and they found themselves again at the mercy of the planters. I by no means 
intend to say that many of the rioters do not deserve punishment, and that 
of anature sufficiently severe to deter others from hereafter following so 
dangerous an example ; but let it be meted out not by vengeance but by 
justice, and, above all, let not the mistakes which have led in this case to 
consequences so dreadful be repeated, and serve, if not as a justification, 
yet as a palliation of, and excuse for, the errors of an ignorant and cer- 
tainly, in some instances, an oppressed population. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, N, 





Lorpv AseErveen has laid on the table of the House of Lords the 
instructions which have been soe under his direction for Bri- 
tish cruisers against the slave- , accompanying this act by a long 
explanatory speech, which will be found in our columns. e em- 
barrassments amidst which the officers of the navy have to execute 
this arduous and responsible service are painfully illustrated in the 
ease of Lieutenant Gray, who has just been tried by a court-martial, 
and sentenced to be “‘ severely reprimanded,”’ for searching without 
warrant, in, 1842, a slaver. which hoisted, the French flag. The 


opinion of, the principal. journals. seems) to ‘be that this officer has 
been unjustly , in order to-pacify the wrath of our neigh- 
bours across the. ditidiigin of Weta é : 


° ME" Miacabaxn’s et enn wining’ his 
remedy for West Indian distress,’ It is: ‘ ak 
ithat «the : try should be asked: to work for lower wages.. We 
put aside all that he says’ about this being done by! government 
officers, in connexion the missionaries and the ‘planters, which 
is but the mere machinery of the: process; the thing which he re- 
commends to be done is precisely what we have ‘stated. 

We confess our surprise at this issue, It is true enough, indeed, 
that an equitable and respectful treatment of the peasantry imme- 
diately on emancipation would have kept many at estate-labour 
whom insolence, oppression, and fraud have driven from it to other 
occupations, and probably it may not be too late for the good man- 
ners whieh have been so Jong neglected to have a salutary influence 
even now; but that any class of labourers should be expected to 
take voluntarily less than the market price of their toil, seems to us 
altogether unreasonable and unaccountable. If it were the wont 
of the peasantry to come and take by force what sum they pleased 
for a day’s work, there might be something rational in asking them 
to be moderate. They take, however, nothing more than is offered 
them; and to refuse any part of this could scarcely be deemed less 
than romantic. No employer would offer a shilling (or any other 
sum) for a day’s work, if he could. get it\done for less ; so that the 
wages offered are truly to be regarded as the market price of -the 
labour he wants. Why should labour be sold under its market 
price more than any other article—cloth, for instance ? Or, tocome 
nearer to the point, sugar ? Why might not Mr. Macqueen employ 
his machinery of official circulars, governors, &c., to implore the 
growers of sugar to sell their produce cheaper? He knows very 
well their answer would be that they sell at the market price, whe- 
ther high or low; and if he were gravely te propose to them, when 
thirty-five shillings per ewt. was offered, to take thirty, they would 
laugh in his face. Mr. Macqueen seems to overlook the fact, that 
labour is strictly a commodity for sale in the general market ; and 
that, as no vendor of anything can get more than it will bring, so 
neither can he be expected to accept less. 


We think, however, that, in making this recommendation, Mr. 
Macqueen is quite wide of the mark. From the West: Indies we 
have had no general complaint of the rate of wages. The lamenta- 
tion with which the welkin has rung has been, We can get no con- 
tinuous labour.: The remedy, therefore, has no proper adaptation 
to the alleged disease. 


For ourselves, we must avow our unshaken belief that there does 
not exist in the West Indies anything like’ the want of labour which 
has been so loudly and incessantly talked of. Our present number 
contains an extractof a letter from a valued correspondent in Jamaica, 
in which there is the following assertion: —‘‘ The quantity of 
land at present kept in cultivation by the proprietors of estates and 
pens, does not give regular employment to two-thirds of our labour- 
ing population.” And this is reiterated by the Rev. Joshua Tinson, 
in a letter which we have quoted from the Missionary Herald. In 
a late number were similar declarations made by correspondents in 
British Guiana. And we entertain no doubt of the fact, that what 
is wanted in the West Indies is not labour, but money to pay for it, 
- a sense of justice to pay fairly and promptly for it when it is 

one. 

We think Mr. Macqueen has done well, however, in denouncing 
the infatuated character of the immigration scheme. In this respect 


we should be happy to regard him as the organ of the West India — 


resident planters, who must begin to see that the enormous expense 
involved in it will fall upon them in a manner altogether ruinous. 
Immigration may be a very pretty game for non-resident proprie- 
tors to play at, but it will be a very different matter for those who 
have to live and die where the crushing burden of expense is to be 
borne. 





Tae court-martial on Lieut. Gray, which bas been demanded by 
the French government, has brought into more prominent notice facts 
touching that government itself, in relation to the slave-trade. Let 
it be admitted that the act of searching was in the circumstances 
unwarranted, it yet remains that the Luiz d’ Albuquerque, of Bour- 
deaux, was engaged in the'slave-trade. On this point we have the 
evidence of Lieut. Bullock, as follows :— 


‘* T did not imagine from her. papers that she was an illegal trader ; 
but from her general appearance, the master’s own incessant agitation, 
from his unwillingness to show, the paper. corroborating those which he 
had already shown me, and from the list of passengers, which, not ap- 
pearing correct, there being two or three Portuguese and Brazilians on 
board, I considered it my imperative duty to proceed in my search, and 
directed a part of the crew, under Mr. Elliott, the second master’s su- 
perintendence, to search the fore part of the vessel. After a short time 
they discovered some slave-irons. Mr. Elliott then proceeded to the 
after part of the vessel, where he discovered, under the bags of farma 
and rice, &c., part of a slave deck. Upon this I directed Mr. M‘Der- 
mot, the doctor, who accompanied us, to make the appointed signal, 
showing that she was fitted for carrying slaves.’’ 


Pf W. M‘Dermot, assistant-surgeon, also deposed to the same 
effect :— 


“* He thought, after he was on board of her, that she was a suspicious 
vessel, from seeing two or three persons on board dressed in Spanish er 
Portuguese costume, and from the captain not:coming to receive the offi- 
cers, and when he made his appearance being’ much agitated. ‘There were 
several suspicious articles on board—farina and beef, which are generally 
used for feeding slaves, a slave deck, which was pointed out tovhim by 





Mr. Elliott, and some slave irons.”’ 


CATR 
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Butt gnont Sinan gn. extraordinary statement is. that made by 
pene tiae i M.S. Madagascar. :-— wo W rot vbomor | 

‘'“ Captain Foote observed to the court; that he had ‘received an official 
etter from Lieutenant Raymond, of her Majesty’s brigantine Spy; dated 
January 10,1843. The letter was:put in and read. » it stated that upon 
his (Lieut. Raymond's) seeing Kings Eyambo.and Eyoco, whilst he 'was 
lying in the river. Calabar, they distinctly told him that a French man-of- 
war brig, La Vigre, went up abreast of Old Town, Calabar, and threat- 
ened to blow their town about their ears, and had his gun double-shotted, 
if they did not supply the French schooner Luiz d’ Albuquerque, then up 
with him, with slaves. This they refused todo. Aftera deal of con- 
ference, she took palm-oil in lieu of the traffic refused. At this time 
King Eyoco sent a canoe from Creek Town, Calabar, to look for a Bri- 
tish man-of-war outside the Calabar river, but it blew so hard that it 
could not proceed. Extracts of the letters from Kings Eyambo and 
Eyoco to Lieut. Raymond were putin and read. 

‘* Capt. Foote said that these kings had made a treaty with England not 
to deal in slaves. He also stated that from these and other informations, 
he had not the shadow of a doubt but that the Luiz d’ Albuquerque was 
engaged in the slave-trade.”’ 


These are damning proofs; and they lay but too broad a ground for 
Lieut. Gray’s interpretation of Captain Bellet’s language as reported 
by the French paper, Za Presse, ‘‘that, if the right of search 
were continued, he, and many other masters of merchant vessels, 
would be obliged to give up the sea.”". On this declaration Lieut. 
Gray, in his defence, remarks, ‘* that Bellet, and all such masters of 
French merchant vessels, conclude that, if the search of their ships 
be permitted, their trade—the trade in which Bellet was engaged— 
will be at an end.” Certainly it behoves the French government 
to make it manifest to the world that its jealousy for the observation 
of treaties is not a mere cloak for the protection of its own subjects 
in the atrocious traffic which it professes to condemn. 


WE find in the Singapore Free Press an account of the arrival 
at that port of two French frigates, Za Sabina and La Carcella, 
the former of which is stated to have sailed a short time previously 
“* with Coolies for Bourbon.” We solicit the attention of our 
French friends to this matter. It would be to us an occasion of the 


- greatest surprise if'a large amount of abuse had not already taken 


place in the introduction of these defenceless persons into a slave 
colony, and we think the preceeding ought to be carefully watched. 





Parliamentarp Entelligence, 





HOUSE OF LORDS.—Tuurspay, Jury 26. 
THE SLAVE TRADE. 


.,ghhe Earl of AperpEEN said he was about to lay on the table copies 
of the, instructions prepared for the guidance of her Majesty’s naval officers 
employed in the suppression of the slave-trade. At an early period of 
‘the last séssion of Parliament he had taken occasion to inform the house 
that the government had thought it expedient to submit to revision the 
instructions under which their naval officers were acting in the discharge 
of their duty, and he had promised also, when that revision was completed, 
that it should be laid on the table of the house, in order that their lord- 
ships and the public might know, and all the world be aware, not only of 
their general principle and motives, but also of every thing by which the 
conduct of their cruisers was regulated in the execution of the objects they 
had in view. They felt that as they had nothing to conceal, the general 
publicity was desirable, and they felt that that would afford the best refu- 
tation of those calumnious and false assertions and accusations which had 
been made against the conduct of that country in suppressing the slave- 
trade—that under the pretext of humanity they really sought the extension 
of their own commerce, while they crippled and impeded that of other 
countries. The revision of these instructions was in truth not only ex- 
pedient, but necessary and indispensable. He (the Earl of Aberdeen) 
had found, on coming into office, that these instructions were very inade- 
quate and very imperfect—in some respects contradictory and inconsistent, 
and not always perfectly conformable to public law and justice. Under 
these circumstances, it appeared to be just and necessary that a review 
should take place by which these instructions might be made more fitting 
for the objects they had in view. He had found also that in proportion 
as treaties were concluded with foreign powers on the subject of the slave- 
trade, it had been the custom to transmit copies to their cruisers without 
any explanation or instruction, leaving the officers to execute them as 
they thought fit. The number of these treaties was not less than thirty, 
some of them having very nice shades of difference, while in others there 
were great and striking distinctions, and judgment and discretion being 
required in the execution of a most difficult and delicate duty, it appeared 
to him (the Earl of Aberdeen) that their officers had a right to expect 
from the government every possible assistance it was in their power to 
afford them in the execution of the important and delicate duties with 
which they were entrusted. For that purpose her Majesty’s government 
had selected persons to undertake the revision of these instructions whose 
names would be likely to carry with them the confidence of the public in 
the work they undertook ; and he felt bound on that occasion to name 
them, because, except the reward of their own consciences, they had none 
other save the thanks of the government, and the grateful feclings of the 
country in whose service they had laboured. The first person they 
selected was Dr. Lushington (hear, hear), with whose great talents and 
learning, and his known and active exertions in the cause of the suppres- 
sion of slavery, their lordships were perfectly acquainted. The next 
gentleman was Mr, Bandinel, of the Foreign Office, of whose exertions it 
was impossible to sufficiently. The third was Capt. Denman (hear, 
hear), whose ex on the coast of Africa, and whose general activity 
and intelligence, rendered him a valuable coadjutor, The fourth was Dr. 
Rotheray,:of Doetors’«commons, and these four gentlemen undertook to 
revise these instructions, and during the whole of the last year they were | 





unremitting in their laborious to.the subject. These gentlemen 
had made a report, and compiled # co eer body of instructions for their 
nawel lofbebrs.. 'Tiseec;i altos Faleivinek ‘attention ‘and consideration of 
the government, ‘were submitted to the law officers of the Crown, who 
made such modifications as were necessary, and were then in the 
state in which he had the honour to present them to their lordships (hear, 
hear). He wished to take,that. opportunity of observing that necessary 
as these instructions were, he had been astonished at the general judgment 
and_discreti ibi their officers. in. the_di of their most 
difficult duty (hear, hear). It was perfectly true that, with the zeal which 
generally characterised British officers, and larly when engaged in 
the suppression of a traffic which they in common with all their lordships 
must entertain the same feeling of detestation and horror of, it was not to 
be wondered at that occasional errors might have been committed from 
excess of zeal, But as he had said before, it was wonderful the discretion, 
and zeal, and forbearance that were shown by them ; and when errors. had 
been committed, his (the Earl of Aberdeen’s) endeavour had been 
promptly to make redress where injury had been inflicted. He had 
always felt that the cause that they were engaged in would suffer more 
from acts of injustice, and violence, and oppression, than even the escape 
of guilty parties when such had occasionally occurred. Their lordships 
were aware that that country alone could not accomplish the object they 
had in view ; they must look for the co-operation and good-will of other 
countries, and it was important that they should know that that country 
was animated by disinterested and pure motives, and to show a due 
respect for their independent rights and privileges. He did not pro- 
pose to enter into any justification of the efforts made by her Majesty’s 
government for the suppression of the slave-trade, for he did not perceive 
any disposition to censure them either in that house or elsewhere ; 
neither did he propose to enter into any long review of the exertions made 
by this country for that object. He might, however, just mention that, 
notwithstanding the unceasing exertions and great sacrifices made by 
Great Britain, the work was still very imperfect. Much had been done, 
but they were still far from having arrived at a successful result. It ap- 
peared that for many years, from the first tolerably accurate accounts on 
the subject down to a recent period, about 100,000 slaves appeared 
to have been exported, and the abolition of the slave-trade by this country 
did not appear to have affected the trade in any material degree. The 
only period in which there appeared to have been any considerable dimi- 
nution was from 1820 to 1835. During these years the average amount 
of siaves exported from Africa appeared to have been 58,800, and until 
that period the number from the year 1768, when they had the first 
notice of the numbers, had varied from 90,000 to 100,000. From 1830 
to 1835 the number did not exceed 58,000 ; but he regretted to say that 
in the five succeeding years—namely, from 1835 to 1840, the number 
again rose to 99,340 to Brazil and Cuba. From 1840 to 1844, the three 
years during which her Majesty’s government, as he understood, were 
supposed to have been more remiss and lukewarm than their predecessors 
in their attention to this great object, it would be a sufficient answer, 
perhaps, if he observed that the average number of slaves imported did 
not exceed 28,000, being the lowest im by far that had ever 
taken place. The lowest importation of slaves was in 1842, when “ % 
peared that, including Cuba and Brazil, only 17,000 were imported. ‘He 
was sorry to say that during the last year, 1843, the number had risen 'to 
38,000 ; making the average of the three years 28,000. This'was to be 
ascribed to two causes—one, the necessity of removing a considerable 
number of the squadron employed on the coast of Brazil, in order to 
attend to British interests which were very naturally affected and endan- 
gered by the senseless war carried on between the states of Buenos Ayres 
and Monte Video, in which the property of British subjects was compro- 
mised, so that it was impossible to allow the same number of cruisers to 
remain off the Brazilian coast. It was also to be attributed to the change 
in the person of the captain-general of Cuba. During the last year of the 
administration of General Valdez only 3,000 slaves were imported into 
the island. He (Lord Aberdeen) had stated on a former occasion, and 
he believed with truth, that had General Valdez remained in the govern- 
ment of the island, and continued to receive the support and confidence 
of the government at home, the slave-trade would have been annihilated 
in that island. He must observe that the government of the Regent, 
although well disposed to the abolition of the slave-trade, did not support 
General Valdez at the close of his administration, On the contrary, he 
received very positive orders to relax in his endeavours for the suppres- 
sion of that traffic. Whether that honourable would have obeyed 
such instructions, or would have resigned his office, he knew not, but he 
was removed shortly after receiving those instructions. The slave-trade 
interest must, therefore, have been strong indeéd to have compelled the 
government of the Regent to give such orders against his own inclinations 
and those of his ministers. It was, therefore, evident that, although a 
frightful amount of misery remained, much had been done. They had 
reduced the amount of slaves carried from Africa to the settlements in the 
west, which were confined exclusively to the Brazils, Cuba, and Porto 
Rico. At present no other countries but Spain and. the Brazils profited 
by the traffic, for he was happy to say that the Portuguese government, 
since the treaty concluded with this country for the abolition of the slave- 
trade, in 1842, had acted with good faith, and their superior officers, 
in their settlements on the coast of Africa, showed every desire to support 
us in putting down the traffic. He, therefore, had reason to hope that 
Portugal had entered upon a new course of conduct with respect to the 
slave-trade. The change which had taken place in Cuba, and the conduct 
of the local authorities in Brazil, were topics on which he was unwilling 
to express his real sentiments ; but these states should recollect that we 
had treaties with them on that subject ; that they had entered into 5 al 
ments with us, and had thereby placed themselves under obligations as bind- 
ing, as strong, as though they had ceded to us towns and provinces. We had 
achieved a conquest of humanity, and were as much entitled to enjoy the 
fruits of that conquest as of any other. These treaties they must be pre- 
to fulfil, and he trusted that means would be found to see that they 
should be executed anid faithfully at last. He had no hesitation 
in saying that if the governments of Brazil and Spain would, for two'or 
three years, executé faithfully, bh y, and zealously those treaties, the 
trade would be absolutely at’ an end. He need; therefore, ‘scarcely say. 
that no effort would be spared to accomplish this object, sceing how the 
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field had been contracted and narrowed. His noble friend opposite (the 
Earl of Clarendon), who formerly filled the station of minister at Madrid, 
would recollect that by the second article of the treaty concluded in 1835 
with Spain, for the abolition of the slave-trade, the Spanish government 
engaged to enact a law—he believed within two or three months after the 
ratification of the treaty—inflicting a very severe punishment on persons 
engaged in the traffic. From that time to the present all our remonstrances 
and expostulations had been in vain; no such law had been obtained until 
very recently. Within a few weeks, he was happy to say, the very hon- 
ourable and estimable person who had been for a short time only at the 
head of the Spanish ministry, and had now resigned, the Marquis de 
Villuma, had signalised his brief tenure of office by enacting a law per- 
fectly satisfactory on the subject, which had been sent out to Cuba, and 
would soon have the force of a law which had received the sanction of the 
Cortes. The pledge of 1835 had, therefore, been at last fulfilled. He 
must also mention another circumstance, which, in his opinion, might 
lead them to entertain hopes of success, and that was the very active co- 
operation and perfect accord which existed between her Majesty’s cruisers 
on the coast of Africa and the squadron of the United States (hear, hear). 
The officers of that squadron had co-operated most cordially with her 
Majesty's officers, and he had no doubt that the greatest possible advan- 
tage had been derived from that good understanding (hear, hear). This 
was the more important, because it showed that the slight differences of 
opinion which existed between us in connexion with certain claims made 
respectively by the two governments required nothing but a conciliatory 
spirit and friendly disposition on the part of the persons engaged to be- 
come perfectly innocuous, although, had a different spirit prevailed, great 
inconveniences might possibly have arisen. He also had reason to know 
that the French government had recently shown a disposition to take a 
more active part than it had hitherto done in the suppression of the slave- 
trade, by means of cruisers on the coast of Africa. ‘With the co-opera- 
tion, therefore, of the United States squadron, and that of the French 
cruisers, he trusted a better prospect was offered of successful exertion in 
that quarter. It might be proper for him to advert, in speaking of our 
prospects of success on the coast of Africa, to tie plan which the govern. 
ment had now decided to adopt, and from which he entertained a sanguine 


thope that the greatest benefits would arise. It had always appeared to 


him that our efforts for the suppression of the slave-trade were open to 


considerable objection. He had always thought that an imperfect watch 


on the coasts of Africa and America would—unless they could suppose 


~that slaves were to arise from the depths of the sea—be an injudicious 


mode of employing our force. In fact the place was known whence every 
slave must come; and, therefore, it appeared most natural that this 
quarter should be watched with the greatest care. Having always enter- 
tained this view, he was very much struck with the evidence of Captain 
Denman before the committee of the House of Commons in 1843, in rela- 


‘tion to this traffic, and having since had frequent communications with 


that gallant officer, and other officers having had considerable experience, 
and possessing gréat knowledge of the coast of Africa, it had been deter- 
mined greatly to increase the force on that coast, with the view of prevent- 
ing any export whatever of negroes. It had been spoken of as a blockade, 
but nothing could be more incorrect. A blockade was a belligerent right, 
and such a proceeding would be an act of war, or approaching the cha- 
racter of hostility. In the present case there was not only no blockade, 
but the greatest desire to increase, by every possible means, the extension 
of commerce with the African coast. It was, therefore, only a strict 
watching of those vessels which this country, by treaty, or by the law of 
nations, or by the municipal law of this country, has a right to detain and 
visit. All those best acquainted with the coast spoke most favourably of 
the practicability and efficacy of the plan. He might mention among 
others, the name of Captain Natson (as we understood) who had been 
most successful in his watching the coast. This officer had expressed, in 
the strongest terms, his conviction as to the proposed force being per- 
fectly adequate to the service, if properly applied. The noble lord also 
mentioned another officer, whose name did not reach the gallery in con- 
sequence of the low tone in which the noble earl pronounced it, who had 


‘been for ten years employed in the service, and who had given an equally 


positive opinion as to the efficacy of the plan. He, therefore, was san- 
guine in the belief that the measures adopted by the government would 
prove successful. Their lordships would not imagine from this that it was 
intended to abandon altogether cruising off the coast of Brazil. The 
force would be diminished in that quarter, because the government had 
not at their disposal a sufficient force to enable them to maintain the same 
force as heretofore, in addition to the number of ships about to be em- 
ployed on the African egast. A sufficient number would, however, be 


“maintained in those seas to intercept any slaver who might have made 


her escape. It was hoped, however, and believed, that by a proper dispo- 
sition of the force it would be impossible for a single vessel to escape from 
the African coast; and he also wished to apprise their lordships that the 
operations would not be confined to the western coast of Africa. A suffi- 
cient force had been provided for the eastern coast also, which was more 


-easily watched, and where the shipping required was of a larger descrip- 


tion, and where the cruising could be carried on with a greater prospect of 
success. Without this, undoubtedly, nothing could be done. The plan 
had this advantage, that they might be sure that no political interest could 


‘interfere with the strict and continued discharge of duty. On the coast of 


Brazil, the force was liable every moment to be interrupted ; for it would 
‘be impossible to neglect British interests even for so great an object as the 
more effectual abolition of the slave-trade ; whereas, on the coast of Africa, 
they had nothing of that kind to apprehend. It was very possible that 
improvements might be introduced afterwards, but he had given great 
attention to the subject, and he would venture to assure their lordships of 
a successful result. With this view, he begged to present to their lord- 
ships the instructions for the guidance of the officers entrusted with the 
suppression of the slave-trade. In addition to the general instructions 
with which he would not detain their lordships, an endeavour had been 
made to embrace every possible object and contingency, and to provide 
for every difficulty. In addition to these instructions, every treaty into 
which we have entered with other nations would be fourrd in the form ofa 
digest, with its peculiarities, with special directions, applicable to the pro- 
visions of each treaty, which he hoped and believed would be found most 
useful to the officers employed in the service, and of great advantage for 


the accomplishment of the object in view. The noble earl concluded by 
laying the instructions on the table. 

The Earl of Minro said he had heard with much satisfaction the speech 
of his noble friend, for it appeared from that speech that her Majesty’s 
government were earnestly resolved upon taking effectual measures for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, and that they hoped those measures would 
prove efficacious, His noble friend had admitted that the slave-trade had 
increased in the Brazils since the late removal of a portion of the fleet 
stationed on the coast of that country. But it was certainly, in his (the 
Earl of Minto’s) opinion, much to be regretted that we had not a sufficient 
naval force for any exigency that might arise, and that appeared to be 
the case in that instance. 

Lord CotcueEstEr said that as he had been one of those officers who 
had been in command of a vessel on the coast of Africa, he wished to take 
that opportunity of returning thanks to the noble earl for the production 
of the instructions which he had just laid on the table of the house. 
With regard to the statement of the noble earl, that there had been a great 
diminution in the importation of slaves into the Brazils during the five 
years sabsequent to the year 1830, he should observe that, that diminu- 
tion might in a great measure be attributed to the fact that it was at that 
period we had entered into the treaty with the Brazils, and that, during 
the year preceding that event, a great number of slaves had been imported 
into that country, so that during the four following years the demand for 
slaves in the Brazils had considerably diminished. 

The Earl of HappineTon said that he wished to make an observation 
upon one statement which had fallen from his noble friend opposite (the 
/ Earl of Minto). His noble friend had attributed the increase in the 
slave-trade last year to the reduction of our naval force upon the coast of 
Brazil. But he should inform his noble friend that he was mistaken upon 
that point, as the reduction in question had not taken place until the com- 
mencement of the present year. It had not been until then that five or 
six vessels had been ordered to the other side of the Atlantic. 

The Earl of Minto said that he believed that there had been more 
vessels withdrawn from the coast of Brazil than had been sent to the coast 
of Africa. 

The Earl of Happrneron repeated that the change had not taken place 
until the commencement of the present year. 

The Earl of CLarenpon rose, and said that he was anxious to express 
the satisfaction with which he had heard the speech of his noble friend 
opposite (the Earl of Aberdeen), and the fervent wish which he entertained 
that the regulations which his noble friend had laid on the table of the - 
house might be successful in abating the slave-trade, and in procuring for 
us that which we had never yet obtained, however justly we might have 
been entitled to it—namely, the hearty co-operation of other countries in 
our humane and disinterested efforts to accomplish that object. He be- 
lieved, after what had fallen from his noble friend, that we had now some 
reason to expect the aid both of France and of the United States; and he 
should also say that his noble friend had been extremely successful if he 
had been enabled to induce the Spanish government to send out to Cuba 
such an order as he had stated. The treaty which he the (Earl of Claren- 
don) had concluded with Spain, in the year 1835, had contained such an 
article as that to which his noble friend had alluded ; but although he had 
frequently endeavoured to prevail on the Spanish government to carry that 
article into effect, he had been constantly met by the assurance that such 
a step could not be safely taken in the then state of public opinion in 
Spain. He wished to know what was the way in which his noble friend 
intended to deal with the barracoons on the African coast? He found 
that the right hon. baronet at the head of the government was alleged to 
have stated in another place that it was not the intention of her Majesty’s 
government to destroy those barracoons without having first obtained the 
consent of the African chiefs. It would certainly be very proper to have 
that consent given, but he believed that there would be no difficulty what- 
ever in obtaining it. As to the Spanish slave-dealers, he should observe 
that by the treaty of the year 1817, all Spaniards were expressly prohi- 
bited from carrying on the slave-trade on the coast of Africa; and he 
hoped that that prohibition would be strictly enforced. He confessed that 
he could not share in the sanguine expectation of his noble friend respect- 
ing the great results that were to follow from the instructions he had just 
laid before the house. He feared that they would not be much more 
successful than all the other steps which had been taken in the same direc- 
tion. All our efforts for the suppression of the slave-trade had hitherto 
been unavailing, and had, in fact, only tended to add to the horrors of the 
unhallowed traffic. Foreign nations had not co-operated with us in our 
efforts, and all the sacrifices we had made in that cause had been made 
in vain. ‘It was his belief that the only effectual way to put an end to the 
slave-trade would be to prove to the world that the labour of freemen was 
more productive and more lucrative than the labour of slaves. The rea- 
son why they had not given that proof was that our colonies had not 
had a fair trial in consequence of free-labour not having been introduced. 
In the larger colonies, where the labour formerly employed in the pro- 
duction of sugar had been otherwise employed, the production of sugar 
had fallen off; but in the smaller colonies, where the population was 
dense, the production of sugar had increased, while the cost had diminish- 
ed. Every noble lord who had read the works of Mr. Gurney, and other 
travellers in the West Indies, would, he thought, admit that 
it might now be considered as proved that where the population 
was in proportion to the soil in cultivation, and to the capital employed, 
the labour of the negro was more productive as a freeman than as a slave, 
and that the wages which he now received for producing a cheaper 
sugar were sufficient to maintain him, not only in comfort but in luxury. 
If the larger colonies, then, had been placed in the situation of the smaller 
colonies, the production of sugar would have been increased 12 per cent., 
instead of falling-off to one-half. It ought, therefore, to be the endeavour 
of government to place the larger colonies in the same situation as the 
smaller, for, by dieing so, they would be adopting means, tending not only 
to reduce the price of sugar but to discourage slave-labour in other 
countries. If proper regulations had been adopted in this respect, there 
would not have ‘been that depression in the colonies which lately existed, 
and that depression would not have been appealed to by other nations as a 
convincing proof in favour of slave-labour. Ifthe government would only 
assist the West India planters in procuring a supply of free-labour, and 





if they would remove all those restrictions which still weighed on the 
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colonial trade, he believed the time would not be distant when all differ- 
ential duties might be done away with—when the West Indies would be 
a source of wealth and satisfaction, instead of, as now, a source of expense 
and irritation; and, which was most important of all, when the successful 
example of free-labour would be the most formidable weapon which they 
cou! employ for the destruction of slavery in every part of the world. 
Havi.g long studied the question, and having had much communication 
with persons interested in it, he must say that in his opinion no sacrifices 
of life or treasure on the part of this country—no treaties, however care- 
fully framed—would be effectual to put an end to the slave-trade until 
they gave a substantial, undeniable proof to slave-trading countries that 
the labour of free men was more profitable than that of slaves. 


Lord BroveHam agreed in all that had been said by his noble friends 
who had preceded him with regard to the instructions in question. He 
had only to say one word as to what had fallen from the noble lord oppo- 
site with respect to the number of slaves exported previous to 1806, and 
subsequent to that period. The noble earl said that the same number 
had been carried off before that year as after it; but it would be a wrong 
conclusion to draw from that to say that therefore the act of 1806 abolish- 
ing the slave-trade had had no effect, because how could they tell, if that 
act had not been passed, that the number subsequent to it would not have 
been greater? (hear, hear.) They had every reason to believe that foreign 
colonies would have gone on increasing the slave-trade, and though the 
quantity of sugar might have been increased, and its price lessened, still 
that could only have been at the expense of the unfortunate negroes. He 
heartily hoped that much good would result from the course now proposed. 
He quite agreed with the observations of the noble earl who spoke last, that 
the increasing the supply of free labour in the colonies would go to the 
very root of the evil, because it would go to abolish slavery in other 
countries ; but at the same time he was not for waiting until all slavery 
should cease before adopting steps to suppress the slave-trade. 

The instructions were then laid on the table. 





Home Entelliqenee. 


Court Marriat—Tue Stave-rraDe.—On Wednesday, July 
31, a court-martial was held on board the St. Vincent, at Devonport, on 
Lieut. E. E. Gray, commander of H.M. brig Bonetta, employed on the 
coast of Africa for the suppression of the slave-trade. It appeared that 
a vessel which the Bonetta chased on the 3rd and 4th of July, 1842, 
under suspicion of her being a Brazilian slaver, hoisted, when obliged to 
heave-to, the French flag. A party was then sent on board under Lieut. 
Bullock, the second in command, who not only inspected her papers, and 
found her to be French (the Luiz d’ Albuquerque), but finding her also 
to be aslaver, proceeded to search her. This last act it is admitted by 
Lieut. Gray, was not justifiable by the treaty, since he had not at the 
time a warrant from the French government. His defence on this point 
is that he gave no orders for the search, and that Lieut. Bullock must 
have acted under a misconception of the orders given. There were also 
some charges of neglect of discipline, but the principal charge was for 
disobedience to orders on the ground stated above; and the court found 
the charge to be proved, and sentenced Lieut. Gray to be severely repri- 
manded. The Morning Chronicle states that, ‘‘ the finding of the court 
appeared to astonish all those who had listened to the evidence.’? The 
court-martial was held at the instance of the French government. 


Cooty IMMIGRATION to THE West Inpigs.—The arrange- 
ments for the immediate application of the funds which have been raised 
for immigration purposes, by some of the West India colonies, to Cooly 
immigration, are almost completed. Agents have been appointed to con- 
duct the immigration, and a number of Coolies will be shipped, in certain 
proportions, for Jamaica, Trinidad, and Demerara, under government 
control, at Calcutta and Madras. The ships employed will be chartered 
in the Indian ports by public tender; and the Ist of October is the time 
fixed for commencing operations.—Colonial Gazette. 








Colonial Entelliqence. 


Jamaica.—Extract of a letter to Joseph Sturge, dated Brown’s 
Town, Jamaica, June 3, 1844 :—‘‘T have felt deeply interested in the con- 
troversy about the sugar duties, and am glad to find that the views you hold 
prevail so extensively. I am also glad to perceive that you found your 
objections to open the sugar markets of Brazil, Cuba, &c., on the encou- 
ragement it would give to the slave-trade, not on the injury it would do 
the British colonies. I do not think we have any right to the protection 
we enjoy, nor do I think it does us much, if any, good. With good ma- 
nagement we could raise sugar as cheap as any country (soils being equal) 
—even to compete with those carrying on the slave-trade. Sugar is now 
being made, as regards outlay for labour, for three farthings per pound, 
and surely the expense of management, &c,, ought not to exceed 100 per 
cent. ; and I have never heard that even Cuba could supply sugar for less 
than three-halfpence per pound. There is a plan which I am anxious to 
see carried out—the separation of the cultivation from the manufacture 
of sugar. I sincerely wish that some capitalist would erect a mill where 
he could get water-power for grinding canes, in a parish like this, where 
the peasantry have their own little freeholds. They might grow cane on 
the land, sell it to the mill-owner, as the farmer does his wheat at home, 
get a good return for their labour, and the mill-owner, by the application 
of powerful machinery, might extract more sugar from the cane than is 
done at present. This ought to be increased by improved methods of 
manufacture, whereby labour also might be saved, and evaporation pre- 
vented. Sugar might thus be sent into the market as cheap as from any 
part of the world. I am glad to see that the Ministry have taken so noble 
a stand as regards the sugar duties, and trust that they will not be driven 
from their point, and induced to admit slave-grown on the same terms as 
free-grown. Indeed I should like to see the principle carried. out, 
and slave-grown sugar prohibited altogether. But I cannot rstand 
why the duty on slave-grown coffee should be lowered. Why not place it 
on the same footing as sugar? Nothing I have geen lately has delighted 








me so much as Mr. Blair’s noble, manly recantation of the false princi- 
ples he put forth.’’ 

Extract of a letter to Joseph Sturge, dated St. Ann’s Bay, Ja- 
maica, June 3, 1844 :—‘' We have had favourable seasons for some weeks 
past, but too late to repair the damage done to the present crop. Our 
prospects for next year are of a more cheering character, but the quantity 
of land at present kept in cultivation by the proprietors of estates and pens 
does not give regular employment to two-thirds of our labouring popula- 
tion. The estates in this district are better managed, I believe, than in 
most places, but even here there is a redundancy of labourers, and great 
scarcity of money and provisions at present. If, however, an alteration 
in the sugar duties favourable to the introduction of the produce of free- 
labour take place, I entertain no fears for properly managed estates, or 
well-disposed labourers. Wherever you have an opportunity, speak 
a word in favour of our schools, the support of which forms the source 
of our greatest anxiety.’’ 

An affray lately took place between the Creoles and African immi- 
grants, on the Caymanas estate, situate between this and Spanish Town. 
The cause of difference arose in the creoles standing out for their exorbi- 
tant rate of wages, while the Africans were content with a more moderate 
rate of remuneration; whereupon the creoles, thus defeated in their at- 
tempt at a continuance of their unscrupulous exactions, fell upon the 
Africans with the intention of murdering them. The case is under ju- 
dicial inquiry.—Jamaica Times. 

State or Tie Istanp.—lIt is likely that you hear sad accounts 
of Jamaica now. Should such be the case, you must take them as some 
of the flattering representations ought to have been taken, with limitations 
and caution. Certaicly the present aspect of affairs is not the most cheer- 
ing, but the blame must not be attributed to the people’s unwillingness 
to work, as some foolishly assert. The people are not without their faults 
—and who would be so weak as to expect them to be faultless ?>—but as a 
whole, I say without fear of contradiction, that they are exceedingly well 
behaved and industrious people. As for emigratiun, it is perfectly useless, 
as far as the planters or the cultivation of the soil is concerned, while it 
inflicts a heavy expense on the tountry. ‘The people are wiiling to work, 
but many hundreds, if not thousands, can get no employment, though 
they ask but ls. 6d. a-day ; and very many are now working for one 
shilling. There is still a great deal of bad management, where estates 
are entrusted to men who take little or no interest in their welfare, and 
continue to sigh for their former power, which can never return. The 
great cause, however, of Jamaica’s preseut depression, is the long and se- 
vere drought we have suffered, almost, if not entirely without precedent 
in the history of the country.— Rev. J. Tinson in the Missionary 
Herald. 





Foreign Entelligqgence. 


Unitep Srates —Extract of a letter to Joseph Sturge, dated 
Philadelphia, 7 mo. 10, 1844 :—‘‘ The ashes of the Pennsylvania Hall,. 
which in the year 1838 our mobocratic mayor and city council permitted 
to be thrown into the air, have come down in boils and blains upon our 
pro-slavery city, as was foretold by our excellent friend J. G. Whittier. 
He has been a true prophet in more than one instance. At the trial of 
the Hall, the solicitor for the county declared, if the latter part of Whit- 
tier’s address at the dedication was not written affer the Hall was burnt, 
it certainly was prophecy; so I had to leave the court-room, and go 
home for a copy which had never been out of my possession for a mo- 
ment, from the time the poetical address was delivered. It appeared to 
astonish our opponents—they hardly knew what to make of it. We have 
had sad times in Philadelphia since thou wert here. Whilst the poor 
coloured people, or even the abolitionists were the only sufferers by mob 
violence, nobody seemed to care much about it; a majority of such as 
spoke condemned the sufferers—said it was their own fault, &c. Then 
came the Roman Catholics, and the public voice still cried it was their own 
fault. Why did they do this? What business had they to do that? &c. 
But this time the native Americans and the military are the sufferers— 
neither blacks nor Catholics appear to have had anything to do with the 
last (the present) riot. At the riot in the 5th month, the Governor of 
Pennsylvania ordered the Catholic church in Southwood to be supplied 
with a quantity of arms for the protection of the church. These were 
found to be out of order; so, when the mob had subsided, the guns were - 
sent to the State arsenal near Frankfort tq be repaired. On the 4th in- 
stant the native Americans had a procession and display of banners, 
ships, flags, &c. On the 5th the arms were returned to the church. This 
excited the rabble in that neighbourhood ; complaint was made to the 
sheriff, who repaired to the church, and took from thence about a dozen 
guns, some loaded, others unloaded, and told the mob on the outside 
these were all. He might have been deceived (no doubt he was informed 
so), but the mob knew better—foreed their way into the building, and 
found about seventy-five more guns, which exasperated them very much. 
The rest that transpired has been published in the papers. At present all 
is quiet—the mob dispersed—the troops from the surrounding counties. 
poured into the city. The United States troops are expected to arrive at. 
noon to-day, but they will have nothing to do but to march ‘ back again.” 
The mob has dispersed for the present. One part of the town is and has 
been quiet through both wars— people walking the streets and attending 
to business as usual ; except now and then a company of infantry or a 
troop of horse passed silently along, or, at most, with only a drum beaten 
with one stick, to enable the soldiers to keep time. The soldiers looked 
more serious than I ever saw them since last war with Great Britain. It 
will be found after a while to be a different affair from destroying ‘ aboli- 
tion halls and negroes.’ We warned the people that, if they suffered the 
injury done to us to pass unrebuked, other societies would suffer ; among 
others, we spoke of the Catholics by name. Our words have been veri- 
fied thus far. After St. Augustine’s church was destroyed might be seen 
in gilt letters, for several days, over the circular window in the gable end, 
these words, ‘ The Lord seeth.’ But it soon disappeared, whether by 
the hand of manor the result of the fire upon'the plastering I know not 
—it appeared. to be entirely out of reach, and beyond the space to which 
our longest ladders could reach—probably the plastering sealed off that 
contained this remarkable sentence.”’ 
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Extract of a letter to Joseph Sturge, dated Amesbury, 7 mo. 18, 
1844 :—*‘ CharlesT. Torrey, a Pres or Co minister, at 
Salem, an active and devoted aboli , has just been thrown into pri- 
son in Baltimore, on the charge of aiding fugitives to escape from slavery ; 
and it is greatly to be feared he will be sentenced, by slaveholding justice, 
to the state prison for a long’ term of . Weare raising money for 
his defence, but with little hope of saving him from those whose ‘ tender 
mercies are cruel.’ He has los nothing more than his duty, what any 
man with the feelings of a man and the spirit of a Christian would do 
under similar circumstances, always excepting, of course, members of our 
North Carolina yearly meeting. The Texas question is still fiercely agi- 
tated in all parts of the country. The democratic party, I regret to say, 
in their anxiety to obtain southern votes, have allowed the slaveholders to 
make their nominations for the presidency, and this presidency with 
special reference to this question. Polk, of Tenessee, their candidate, is 
zealous for immediate annexation. Clay, the Whig candidate, is opposed 
to it at this present time, for reasons temporary and liable to be removed 
by political and diplomatic management ; but he does not object to the 
annexation of slave territory, the only true ground of opposition. Mean- 
time, the rapid increase of the liberty party, and the general diffusion of 
anti-slavery feeling and principles through the community, cannot fail 
to hold the next administration greatly in check, on this as well as on all 
other matters pertaining to slavery. We hear from all sections encou- 
raging accounts of accessions to our ranks. Judge Wilkins, U.S. judge 
for the district of Michigan, and Judge Van Amrige, of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
have abandoned the democrats and their slaveholding candidate, and will 
vote the liberty ticket. Large numbers of influential men have aban- 
doned the Whigs also. Our meetings are constantly growing larger. 
Two meetings were held in this state on the 11th inst., at which from 
1200 to 2000 were present. I attended the principal one at Somerville, 
near Boston; an excellent, earnest, and serious spirit pervaded it; it 
seemed a truly Christian assembly. I fully sympathise with thee and 
the Committee on the sugar question. If duties must be laid, let us at 
least endeavour to discriminate in favour of humanity.”’ 


Stave Trape.— An Arrest.— Welearn, from the New York 
American, that on the arrival of the U. S. ship Columbus at that port, 
Captain Cooper delivered to the custody of the marshal, four seamen, 
who had been delivered to his charge by the consul for the United States 
at the port of Rio Janeiro. These men were sent home as witnesses on 
the part of the United States against Cornelius F. Driscoll, late master of 
the brig Hope, of New York, charged with being engaged in the slave- 
trade. Captain Driscoll was arrested, examined, and bound over for 
trial. 

Tue Price or Bioop.—Sixty-eight thousand dollars have been 
paid by the State of Kentucky up to the present time, for slaves executed 
as criminals.— Wiley’s Register. 

Lurneran Synop.—The Frankean Evangelic Lutheran Synod 
held its annual session at Parishville, Oswego county, on the 6th June 
inst., at which time the following preamble and resolution were unani- 
mously adopted :—‘‘ Whereas, slavery is manifestly a sin against God, a 
violation of the laws of nature, the claims of justice, and the doctrines of 
divine revelation, depriving those who were created in God’s own image 
and for whom Christ died, of social rights—domestic privileges and the 
means of religious improvement ; and whereas, we deeply regret, that it 
prevails to such an alarming extent throughout the churches of our land 
—and is also countenanced and sustained by the greater portion of the 
Lutheran churches and synods in the United States; therefore,—Re- 
solved, This synod has frequently expressed its entire and decided disap- 
probation of this unrighteous system ; we are called to rebuke those who 
are known to the world as professed followers of Christ, and our duty 
demands, that we dissolve all Christian connexion with slave traffickers 
and slaveholders, on the same ground and for the same reasons that we do 
with persons guilty of other sins and immoralities.”’ 





Cusa.—We extract the following from an American paper: 
‘* Everything is now quiet in Cuba. There are above one thousand per- 
sons confined in the different prisons, under convictions or suspicion of 
having been concerned at the late attempt at revolution among the negroes. 
Every free black in the island is said to have been engaged in the plot. 
There were several white men charged with being in some way concerned ; 
among them two Americans, who will most probably be shot soon. We 
learn that one of the plans of the negroes was to have destroyed the en- 
tire garrison of the island, (25,000 men,) by putting poison in the bread, 
which is baked for them daily. The poison was found in the bake-house. 
General O’Donnell has positively refused the British Commissioners to 
liberate any of the ‘ emancipados,’ or negroes captured long ago by 
British cruisers, and who, having served their probationary term, are en- 
titled to their free papers, under the treaty with Great Britain. O’Don- 
nell says the state of the ‘ moral and religious’ instruction has been hi- 
therto neglected, so that they are unfit for the enjoyment of freedom, and 
must remain until they are so fitted.’ This answer was given to the com- 
missioners respecting some 150 or more, now getting their moral instruc- 
tion, working upon the Guines railroad, which must there be well attended 
to. But the truth is, these unfortunate ‘ emancipados’ are hunted up as 
their probationary terms of service expires, and are reassigned to the same 
master, or the highest bidder, upon the payment of about 150 dollars per 
man, and 85 dollars per woman, for a new term of five or seven years. 
There are upwards of 5000 of these unfortunate people, all of them en- 
titled to their freedom, upon the faith of the British government.” 


The following is from a letter addressed to the St. Christopher's 
Gazette :—‘‘ It seems as if the curse of Heaven was upon us. The land and 
streams parched up—the negroes in a most terrible state of discontent— 
the Government making arrests on all sides—incendiaries at work with 
brand, and worse than brand—thousands of seditious publications, emanat- 
ing Heaven knows whence, in every hand—the Government continuing 
and even increasing their severities and exactions—property worse than 
insecure, valueless. The fertile island of Cuba is fast tending to a state 
of anarchy and strife, that can only be prevented by a prompt and 
thorough change of measures.” 





Haxytt.—We learn that some of the Haytian families who took 
refuge in this city from the late troubles in that island, have, during the 
week, returned in the Royal Mail Company’s and French steamers, and 
that other families are preparing to leave. A report reached Kingston 
yesterday, that Guerrier, the newly-elected President of Hayti, had been 
poisoned, and that Accoua, who had declared himself General-in-Chief of 
the Haytian army, was on his march to Port-au-Prince, with a body of 
men.—Jamaica Morning Journal. 


Miscellanea. 


Siave-TrRapE, Coast or Arrica.—An American brig from 
Havana to the Gallinas, having a cargo of slave goods, and suspected of 
being connected with the slave-trade, was detained by the British, and 
prevented landing her cargo. The British steamer Henlopen came round 
to Monrovia, and towed the U.S. ship Decatur up the river, to investi- 
gate the affair.—The British brig-of-war Perrett made a second attack 
upon the slave ship Crawford, after the ship had her cargo of 1000 slaves 
on board, and was beaten off by the ship. There was some severe fight- 
ing on both sides. Business is very good all along the coast. The slave 
factory owned by Martenas, a Spaniard, at Gallinas, is carrying on as 
extensive a trade as ever.—New York Evangelist. 


Carture or A Staver.—The Portuguese bark, Bella Angelina, 
having on board suspicious goods—handcuffs and irons, and from three 
to four thousand doubloons—has been captured a few miles from Rio 
de Janeiro by the Dolphin, and sent to the Cape of Good Hope, as a prize, 
in charge of a lieutenant, one midshipman, and eighteen seamen from the 
Helena, accompanied by the gunner of the Dolphin, who was sent to ap- 
pear as evidence in the Court of Mixed Commission, he having boarded 
and taken charge of the Bella Angelina. The Bella Angelina is owned 
by merchants residing at Rio de Janeiro, where she took on board her 
cargo, &c. This vessel had been for some time an object of suspicion, 
and a few hours after leaving Rio de Janeiro she was captured by the 
Dolphin.—Morning Chronicle. 
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Subscriptions and Donations to the Society should be forwarded to the 
Treasurer, (G. W. Alexander, Esq.,) at the Society’s Office, 27, New 
Broad-street, London. 
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